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+ Prefetory re m"rks by Sh aw:
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Y.:yosei's Sound of t he Raindrops

Kyosei Dofu (868-937) was a Zen monk who lived at t he temple of

v - . . f_.y o s e l. a,n t he province 0 CheYi ene • .~ He was a fellow stude~t of Ummon

of t his I do n o t

time of th e be Et

( Mod e L Subject No . 6 ) end a disci ple of Seppo Gizen.

+Introductory Wor d by ~~o:

To accoLplish, et one beat of the wooden-clappers , t ie transcendin~

of both t he ordinary a nd the ' holy'; wi th one word arid half a verse

to ri d one self of ever-;{ atrt achmen't and obstruc tion; to walk over thir~

ice or run along the sh az-p edge of a sword; to si t amongst the noise

and s how of t he busy n:a r k e t - p l a c e , and Le tit all p es s over one's heed

without ' beine enticed - t o have s uch an u nrestricted secret (power),

sp e ak here , I E! f! n ot t alkin g of t he long ' ke.lP<?,i
1

of the wooden-cla pfers, but of t he ' ksana' instant

f .n which or-da n ar-y a nd ' holy' are t ren s c e n d e d . How abou t t h at ? E ere

is a test. Pon der it.

Set ch o nr esented by SUZl~i-roshi:

At t.cn t i.on t I~yo s ei aske d a monk , w:.~ :::'t i s t h e sound outs i de t h e do o r-?
~

The morik s a i d , "It is t h e sound o f r- a i ndr-o o s . 11 Kyosei said, I1 All s en t I en t

"b e i ngs 8re delu a e d by t h e ide e of s e l f an ~ by the ide ~ of the world.

1
' Kal p .?' and ' Ks an a t , Th e Ks an a '.~ '::S s u oco s e '1. t o b e t h e 65th of the

'fli ~ of a f inger', i.e., t h e sho~ G a s ~ 8 e ~s ur e o f t i me conceivable. c~

t h e o t h er h tnd , the k RJ.n£:1 ig t he J.c~~~~: c on c e i v ab.l e peri o d of' t i me. \"' ~.. t-.· '"t

h e r e hy,erbol i c811y .

2 ( sound)
' Th e Vo i ce of t he Raindrops ' / Ln . : L S nu cj e c t t he c onnection of i d e s

be twe en th e ' vo L c e- or sound of t h e : ' ~:;, l ::' o ~) s 8.I1d Ky o s e i ' s wor-ds ' a ll
Li.v Ln r; c r-e ot.ur- c s "r e u ps i d e do ',·m , u "': ' '; '1 0 ': ab ou t t hemselv es , pur- au i n g 00 

j e c t s ' is nr-o o vb l y t o be found by ::, ~-:" -::' ~:l(; 8 t o a Sc r i p t ur e publ ished in
t he 1'an g or 8. arid c ".l l ed in J-ap an e s c .::!: '.1 - :-' 7 0 - ::on. I n t h at vror-k t h e r e " r ·)

s t r t .ernen t s ab ou t t h e r e La t i ori of s o un : ~ ( o ·:J .>::: c ~ i 'J e) ~nd t h e sense of h e .... :' -
.r- ing ( s u b j ec t i v E: ). Th e s e cvn n o t b e e c s i I y s ,-;") -r- -t e d -n d men s oon fi n e. ':-:' "

s e Lv e s ml s t sken r s t o vh.i c h Ls '-'h i.ch . C:-h c: ' · ":>e turne d ' u ns i d e d own ! •

So . ~in t hi s 3u~ je ct.':·e....~'3~ e r; f ~~;lr: ~ '; =q thB5' zSUW.lh~ ..s t t he ory of
kno'.' l e ,-' r;- e c on c er-n i n z the sens e '01 h e cr Ln r: • - .g . --1 -) , - 1 0- (1. S'-

. . ,: . - - _0 - - -- "'CflV



-r:
The monk said, "How about yourself?" Kyosei said, "I am almost not

deluded by myself."

as

The monk said, "hJh9.t do you me an by: you are aLmo s t not deluded by .

yourself?l!

Kyosei said, " Even though i t is not difficul t to be free fron the ob.

jective ~orl d it is difficult to express reality fUlly on each occasionl'L

Corr.ment ary by Suzuki-rosh:L:

The monk answered th at the sound outside the door was the sotilla of

raindrops. Kyosei s aid, "All sentient beings are deluded by the idea of
II /.

self and by the idea of the ...-ro r-Ld ,-subjective al"ld objective,

permanent). Kyosei has seen through the monk, who thinks he is not

caught by the "objective" sound of the r-a Lndr-o ps , but vrho actually is

c aught by the sound of r ~indrops in his :,,; ·~'.:...jective ...-ro r-Ld ,

':hs z.onk s aLd , "Ho w c b o Ll. v y o ur s e .i r r " In o ther wor-d.s , I h av e the

r ~indrops in ny c l e ar- mind. Ho'" ab out you'? ICyosei said, I am a Lmo s t

not deluded by.•!!1yself. 'tlh a t Kyosei me ID S is that he does not exW ude-
He isLh e monk f r om the ~ 0Li.nd 'of rainarops. L

just listening to the raindrops but 8, ':; the same time listening to the riori l

(you) .

'I 'he monk said, "i'1hat doyou mean :rou Gr e aLmo a t not del uded by

yourself?"

Kyosei said, "Even though i t l :; : . ::- :" d i I'f'd c u 'l t to be free from t he

objective vror-Ld (gnd to mg!::e P c L o i r

"reali ty :fully on each occasion.

~ L c~ent ) it is difficult to exn~ ( ' ~ l



(Suzuki-roshi: No more question!)

"When my master and I were walking in the rain, he would

say, "Do not walk so fast, the rain is everywhere."

AEEreciatory word by Setcho interpreted by Suzuki-roshi:

When the voice of the raindrops covers the whole world, even

an expert cannot give any answer because he himself is also the

raindrops.

Even though you say the voice of raindrops is nothing

ra~n.-
*Appreciatory Word by Setcho:

To the voice of tho~e I'aindrops 6u t s i de in the emptiness,

even an expert will find ~t d~fflcult to g i ve a n answer. If

he says t Ee sou.nd has now "enr.ered t he current"(ie. been per

ceived by t ile sense of hearing)' t hen t here will be no under-

s tn.ilQ i l"c;. Or will t.r.e r e be E O i.i.c.e r s t a nd i og? I n t he SOL< t ae r n

a nd Nor the r n mo un t a i ne the H.:. H i is L -t I' more terri ble.
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